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Farming

Debate starts on CAP post-2020

The CAP is likely to influence UK agricultural policy once the UK has
left the EU if the government wants our farmers to be on a level (or
similar) playing field with European ones. EU farm ministers are
meeting in November to start discussing what the CAP post-2020
could include, with subjects likely to include: research, innovation,
tools to reduce risk and volatility, stronger greening, climate change
mitigation and farmers’ bargaining power in the food supply chain.

Investigations start into agri-supply consolidation

The EU has launched an investigation into the effect on competition of
the proposed acquisition of Syngenta by ChemChina. A similar investigation is being carried out into the Dow and DuPont
merger. This is important as some commentators fear that the consolidation will increase seed, pesticide and machinery costs.

Property

Letting proposals offer hope to squashed house tenants

The government is consulting on new rules on minimum room sizes, to prevent landlords cramming tenants into unsafe and
overcrowded housing in multiple occupation. The minimum sizes for sleeping accommodation are 70sq ft for a single person
and 110sq ft for couples. Also any landlord who rents to five or more people from two or more families must register and pay a
fee. Councils will use the licence fees to enforce the new standards, with fines up to £30,000 chargeable. Councils are
warning that the fines need to be appropriate and supported by sentencing guidelines for magistrates, otherwise rogue
landlords consider them as a business expense. The average fine in 2015 for unsafe or illegal accommodation was £1,500,
according to a Times investigation.

House name issues affect Flood Re scheme

A number of properties that were expected to be covered by the Flood Re insurance scheme have been excluded due to the
way their addresses are recorded. The scheme offers lower cost household insurance to properties at risk of flooding which
insurers would refuse to cover or where premiums would be extremely high; it is paid for by a £10.50 levy on all buildings
insurance policies. 53,000 of the 350,000 households that could be covered by Flood Re have used the scheme. We hope this
administrative problem will be resolved and also that an easier way to contact / appeal to Flood Re is developed.

Shooting

MPs have no intention to ban driven grouse shooting

The government has said, as a result of the debate, that it has no intention of introducing a ban, but every intention of
persecuting those who break the law. The debate was triggered by a petition signed by over 123,000 signatories, saying that it
damages the environment and other species; an opposing petition by a trainee gamekeeper has also been debated. A
Countryside Alliance survey of 2,000 people carried out for the debate found that grouse shooting is a subject of little
importance to the general public.
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Telecoms

A third of people have poor or no mobile coverage at home

The British Infrastructure Group of MPs (BIG) has found that the number of ‘not spots’ in Britain, which are areas which have
coverage from at least one but not all four mobile operators, remains high. BIG has called on mobile operators to make better
progress towards meeting a government target to provide 90% geographic voice coverage across the UK by next year.
Connectivity is one of the themes of the CLA’s Rural Business 2030 Conference on 6 December, which S&P is sponsoring. To
discuss connectivity, please contact Robert Paul.

Economy

Impact of US election on the UK’s trade negotiations

The US is an important export market for the UK, worth around £30bn a year, which is around 17% of our exported goods and
nearly a quarter of exported services. Many commentators expect Donald Trump’s more protectionist trade approach to
signal the end of large free trade deals, including the US-EU deal and the Trans-Pacific Pact. However, the UK may have
moved from the ‘back’ of Obama’s queue to nearer the front as smaller deals may be more palatable! His stance on the
environment will be keenly observed, particularly on the Paris climate change agreement which he has said he would like to
‘cancel’.

Business borrowing and mortgage lending rises

Lending to small businesses in September reached its highest levels since 2012, a sign that the Brexit vote has not dampened
businesses investment intentions. There are also signs that the housing market is recovering from a dip after the vote, as
mortgage approvals rose in September, the first rise since May.

Better UK growth expected in 2017

The Bank of England has raised its projections for UK economic growth to 1.4% in 2017, up from the 0.8% forecast it made in
August, as consumer spending has been more resilient than expected. However, it has cut the forecast for 2018 to 1.5%, from
1.8%, as higher inflation, lower wages and lower employment hit the economy. Inflation is expected to rise to 2.7% in 2017
and remain above the Bank’s 2% target into 2020. This assessment is largely echoed by National Institute of Economic and
Social Research’s forecasts of prices rising faster than wages, which will reduce real wages and consumer spending.

EU-Canada trade deal signed but...

The Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement has finally been signed, after opposition by French-speaking Belgium,
but that is not the end of the story. Although the deal’s terms will provisionally apply from February 2017, it could take years to
be fully implemented as it needs to be ratified by all national parliaments. It also suggests that future trade deals, for the EU
and for the UK alone, may be smaller, less ambitious and less comprehensive than deals in the past. The EU-US deal, called
TTIP, looks likely to be suspended; if talks restart, the deal is expected to cover a narrower range of issues.

Strutt & Parker

N

struttandparker.com


mailto:robert.paul@struttandparker.com

LAND BUSINESS UPDATE

Week commencing 14 November 2016

ofiees
London Head Office 020 7629 7282
Ascot 01344 876 363 Research
Banbury 01295 273 592 Jason Beedell PhD BSc (Hons) MRICS
Banchory 01330 824 888 020 7318 4757
Cambridge 01223 459 500 jason.beedell@struttandparker.com
Canterbury 01227 451 123 Land Management
Chalfont St Giles 01494 871 991 James Farrell BSc(Hons) MRICS FAAV
Chelmsford 01245 258 201 01423 706770
Chester 01244 354 888 james.farrell@struttandparker.com
Chichester 01273 832 602 Farming
Cirencester 01285 659 661 Will Gemmill BSc FAAV MBPR (Agric)
Edinburgh 0131 226 2500 01223 459471
Exeter 01392 215 631 will.gemmill@struttandparker.com
Farnham 01252 821 102

Gerrards Cross

01753 891 188

Development & Planning
Simon Kibblewhite BSc(Hons) BA FRICS MCIArb

Guildford 01483 306 565 020 7318 5177

Harpenden 01582 764 343 simon.kibblewhite@struttandparker.com
Harrogate 01423561 274 Accounting and Taxation Services
Haslemere 01428 661 077 Alex Heffer, BA(Hons) ACCA
Horsham 01403 246 790 01245 254656

Inverness 01463 719 171 alex.heffer@struttandparker.com
Ipswich 01473 214 841 Building Surveying

Lewes 01273 475 411 Tony Saffery MRICS

Ludlow 01584 873 711 01483 303098

Market Harborough
Moreton-in-Marsh
Morpeth

Newbury
Northallerton

01858 433 123
01608 650 502
01670516 123
01635521 707
01609 780 306

tony.saffery@struttandparker.com

National Estate Agency

Guy Robinson

020 7318 5175
guy.robinson@struttandparker.com

Norwich 01603 617 431 Estate & Farm Agency

Odiham 01256 702 892 Michael Fiddes

Oxford 01865 366 700 01223 459505

Pangbourne 0118 984 575 michael.fiddes@struttandparker.com

Perth 01738 567 892 Health & Safety

Salisbury 01722 328 741 David Canty MSc MRICS MBPR (Agric. Fert) Tech IOSH
Sevenoaks 01732 459 900 01727 790480

Shrewsbury 01743 284 204 david.canty@struttandparker.com

St Albans 01727 840 285 Energy

Stamford 01780 484 040 Alexander Creed BSc(Hons) MRICS FAAV
Sunningdale 01344 623 411 020 7318 5022

Winchester 01962 869 999 alexander.creed@struttandparker.com
Windlesham 01276 489 500

Every effort has been made to ensure the information provided within this document is fully accurate. However Strutt & Parker LLP accept no responsibility if recipients should
act upon any of the information without seeking the appropriate professional advice.
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