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Farming  
 

House poultry to prevent avian flu spreading to England 

The Government is requiring all captive birds and poultry, farmed and domestic, to be housed or appropriate steps to be taken 

to keep them separate from wild birds, until at least 6 January. This is a precautionary measure to help prevent potential 

infection from wild birds. More than 14 countries on the continent have now reported cases, including in northern France and 

the Netherlands. 

 

‘Emerging labour crisis’ in horticulture 

Almost 50% of labour providers say that they have not been able to fulfil the horticulture sector’s staff requirements; this is a 

much worse situation than at the start of the year. The NFU will ask the government to trial a scheme for seasonal workers, 

linked to visas, but this may not be enough as only around a quarter of current overseas workers say they expect to return. 

98% of horticulture’s seasonal workforce are from the EU. 

 

Dairy crisis almost at end but sector mustn’t rely on policy handouts 

The EU Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan has said that he is “cautiously optimistic” that the dairy crisis is almost over, pointing 

to lower production (which he called supply side reaction) and higher prices. However, he did also note that the whole industry 

must become more market focussed. 

 

 

Rural Business 2030 Conference 
 

Unlocking the potential of rural businesses and estates 

The CLA held this inaugural conference on 6 December, at which it 

launched a report and vision for how rural businesses can thrive 

and contribute to the economy. Strutt & Parker is delighted to be 

one of the main sponsors of the conference and associated 

research programme. Click here for our summary of the conference 

report. 

 

 

Brexit, food and farming 
 

Open letter to the PM 

75 of the UK’s largest food producers and grocers have called for continued access to the single market and European labour, 

including Sainsbury’s, M&S, Arla, Dairy Crest and Weetabix, in an open letter coordinated by the NFU to the PM. They state 

that 75% of UK exports go to Europe. Just under a third of workers in UK food manufacturing are from Europe. The NFU also 

called for tariffs to be maintained on products from South America and New Zealand. The food and drink sector employs 3.9m 

people and is worth around £108bn pa. 

 

Scotland: one in five farmers considering retiring sooner due to Brexit 

The SRUC survey of 720 businesses also found that farmers felt that the vote had increased business uncertainty, which 

could lead to lower investment. 

Land Business Update 
Week commencing 12 December 2016 

http://www.struttandparker.com/knowledge-and-research/rural-business-2030-conference
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LAND BUSINESS UPDATE Week commencing 12 December 2016  

Forestry 

 

Not enough trees being planted and ancient woods still threatened 

The Woodland Trust has claimed that only around 700 hectares of woodland were planted in England in 2016, well below the 

Government’s target of 5,000 hectares, and so started a debate about the country becoming deforested. At its most basic, 

where will the timber for construction and higher end uses and firewood come from? It also says that many ancient woodlands 

are also at threat from development. The woodland creation grant in England will open for applications from 3 January 2017 to 

1 March 2017. Please contact Fenning Welstead for more details. 

 

 

Economy 

 

BoE sees increased risks to UK economy from world political changes 

The Bank of England has warned that there are more risks from around the world that could negatively affect the UK’s growth, 

including Donald Trump’s anti-trade agreement policies. It also continued to warn of the impact to the whole of the UK 

economy of a disorderly Brexit transition for the UK’s financial series sector. 

 

Energy 

 

Drax continues change to business model 

The change, away from large coal powered stations to woodfuel and smaller quick -reacting gas generators is a sign of a 

potentially significant change in the UK energy system – a reverse in thinking so that conventional power generation is used to 

fill in the periods of low production from renewables. 

 

 

Telecoms 

 

Ofcom to force BT to split off Openreach into a new legal entity 

The split is short of Virgin and Sky’s calls for Openreach to become independent. BT still has a chance of avoiding the split  if it 

can persuade Ofcom that Openreach can operate fairly from within the firm. Please contact Robert Paul for more details. 

 

 

Residential 

 

UK housing market outlook highly uncertain 

The outlook for the UK housing market is highly uncertain, with 

transactions slowing following the Brexit vote, according to the 

Bank of England’s financial stability report. This is in contrast to 

what some house builders are saying; Urban & Civic thinks that 

stronger parts of the rest of the country will do much better than 

London in the second part of the [economic] cycle as London is 

seen as too expensive.  
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Offices  Contacts 

London Head Office 020 7629 7282   

Ascot 01344 876 363  
Research 

Jason Beedell PhD BSc (Hons) MRICS 

020 7318 4757 

jason.beedell@struttandparker.com 

Banbury 01295 273 592  

Banchory 01330 824 888  

Cambridge 01223 459 500  

Canterbury 01227 451 123  
Land Management  

James Farrell BSc(Hons) MRICS FAAV 

01423 706770 

james.farrell@struttandparker.com 

Chelmsford 01245 258 201  

Chester 01244 354 888  

Chichester 01273 832 602  

Cirencester 01285 659 661  
Farming  

Will Gemmill BSc FAAV MBPR (Agric)  

01223 459471 

will.gemmill@struttandparker.com 

Edinburgh 0131 226 2500  

Exeter 01392 215 631  

Farnham 01252 821 102  

Gerrards Cross 01753 891 188  
Development & Planning 

Simon Kibblewhite BSc(Hons) BA FRICS MCIArb 

020 7318 5177 

simon.kibblewhite@struttandparker.com 

Guildford 01483 306 565  

Harpenden 01582 764 343  

Harrogate 01423 561 274  

Haslemere 01428 661 077  
Accounting and Taxation Services 

Alex Heffer, BA(Hons) ACCA 

01245 254656 

alex.heffer@struttandparker.com 

Horsham 01403 246 790  

Inverness 01463 719 171  

Ipswich 01473 214 841  

Lewes 01273 475 411  
Building Surveying 

Tony Saffery MRICS 

01483 303098 

tony.saffery@struttandparker.com 

Ludlow 01584 873 711  

Market Harborough 01858 433 123  

Moreton-in-Marsh 01608 650 502  

Morpeth 01670 516 123  
National Estate Agency 

Guy Robinson 

020 7318 5175 

guy.robinson@struttandparker.com 

Newbury 01635 521 707  

Northallerton 01609 780 306  

Norwich 01603 617 431  

Odiham 01256 702 892  
Estate & Farm Agency 

Michael Fiddes  

01223 459505 

michael.fiddes@struttandparker.com 

Oxford 01865 366 700  

Pangbourne 0118 984 575  

Perth 01738 567 892  

Salisbury 01722 328 741  
Health & Safety 

David Canty MSc MRICS MBPR (Agric. Fert) Tech IOSH 

01727 790480 

david.canty@struttandparker.com 

Sevenoaks 01732 459 900  

Shrewsbury 01743 284 204  

St Albans 01727 840 285  

Stamford 01780 484 040  
Energy 

Alexander Creed BSc(Hons) MRICS FAAV 

020 7318 5022 

alexander.creed@struttandparker.com 

Sunningdale 01344 623 411  

Winchester 01962 869 999  

Windlesham 01276 489 500  

 

 
Every effort has been made to ensure the information provided within this document is fully accurate. However Strutt & Parker LLP accept no responsibility if recipients should 

act upon any of the information without seeking the appropriate professional advice. 
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