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Week Commencing 6 February 2017 Land Business Tracker | July 2019 

Welcome to our quarterly tracker of key land management, farming, planning and energy regulation and legislation. 
 
Please contact your local Strutt & Parker rural team for further information on anything you read here or for a copy of a 
previous edition as many of the topics remain relevant. 

Implement now   

Regulation Description Key dates Action 

TAXATION 

Capital Allowances for 
structures and buildings 

(United Kingdom) 

Find out more 

 

A new relief for expenditure on new structures and 
buildings intended for commercial use, and the 
improvement of existing structures and buildings, 
including the cost of converting or renovating 
existing premises to qualifying use.  Relief is 
limited to the original cost of construction or 
renovation and given across a fixed 50-year 
period, at an annual flat rate of 2% regardless of 
changes in ownership. 

Relief available 
from 29.10.18 

Draft legislation 
consultation 
closes 24.04.19 

Identify expenditure 
available for relief. 

Contact Jonathan 
Smith for further 
details. 

RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 

Tenant Fees Act 2019 

(England) 

Find out more 

 

NB  The Renting Homes 
(Fees etc) (Wales) Bill will 
do something similar. 

This Act aims to prevent tenants being charged 
any fees or premiums when being granted with or 
renewing a tenancy. 

The aim is to improve fairness, competition and 
affordability in the lettings sector. 

The Act applies to assured shorthold tenancies 
and licences to occupy; it does not cover long 
leaseholds, tenancies of social housing and 
holiday lets. 

Most fees charged by landlords and their agents 
to tenants will be banned, apart from a number of 
‘permitted payments’. 

Effective from 1 
June 2019 for 
new and renewal 
assured 
shorthold 
tenancies and 
licences to 
occupy. 

It will apply to 
pre-existing 
tenancies from 1 
June 2020. 

Landlords and their 
agents must ensure 
that their practises are 
compliant. 

Tenancy agreements 
should be reviewed to 
ensure they do not 
charge or refer to any 
prohibited payments. 

Read our briefing paper 
or contact Jess 
Waddington for further 
details. 

SHOOTING 

General licences to 
shoot birds 

(England) 

Find out more 

Defra has issued three new general licences for 
controlling certain wild birds.  The new licences 
were needed as the previous ones were 
withdrawn by Natural England as a direct result of 
a legal challenge made against them by Wild 
Justice.  The GWCT says that the new licences 
are fit for purpose. 

New licences 
published 13 
June 2019. 

Detailed review 
of general 
licences later in 
2019. 

Apply for one of the 
new licences so that 
any activities to control 
wild birds are legal. 

Contact Rhodri 
Thomas for further 
details. 

TAXATION 

VAT: reverse charge for 
building and 
construction services 

(United Kingdom) 

Find out more 

Sub-contractors working for a main contractor will 
not to have charge or account for VAT on supplies 
to the main contractor.  Instead, the main 
contractor will have to account for VAT on their 
onward supply to the final customer.  This will 
affect sub-contractors input VAT and they may be 
able to deregister from the Flat Rate Scheme. 

Comes into 
effect from 1 
October 2019. 

Businesses acting as 
sub-contractors need to 
calculate the impact on 
their VAT position. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-legislation-detailing-a-new-capital-allowance-for-new-non-residential-structures-and-buildings
mailto:jonathan.smith@struttandparker.com
mailto:jonathan.smith@struttandparker.com
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/tenantfees.html
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/tenantfees.html
https://www.struttandparker.com/knowledge-and-research/tenant-fees-act-england-only
mailto:jessica.waddington@struttandparker.com
mailto:jessica.waddington@struttandparker.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/three-new-general-licences-announced
mailto:rhodri.thomas@struttandparker.com
mailto:rhodri.thomas@struttandparker.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vat-reverse-charge-for-building-and-construction-services/vat-reverse-charge-for-building-and-construction-services
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TAXATION 

Off-payroll working 
through an intermediary 
(IR35) 

(United Kingdom) 

Find out more 

Where personnel are employed on a contract 
through a personal service company (as an 
intermediary), responsibility for deciding 
employment status will pass from the intermediary 
to the party engaging the worker. If IR35 applies, 
the business, agency or third party paying the 
intermediary must deduct income tax and 
employee NICs.  It will also become liable for 
employer NICs. 

Comes into 
effect from 4 
April 2020. 

Review arrangements 
for payment of 
contractors and 
advisors. 

Contact Alex Heffer for 
further details. 

   

Monitor now   

RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 

The Energy Efficiency 
(Private Rented 
Property) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 2015 

(England and Wales) 

Find out more 

The ‘no cost to the landlord’ exemption will no 
longer be available and will no longer appear on 
the PRS Exemptions Register after 31 March 
2020 (instead of after five years). 

Under the new rules' landlords will be expected to 
contribute up to £3,500 per property to raise the 
EPC rating to a minimum level of E.  

The “consent exemption” will also no longer be 
available where a sitting tenant has refused a 
Green Deal finance plan. 

Existing 
exemptions 
expire 31 March 
2020. 

Re-assess property 
previously exempt on 
“no cost to landlord” 
grounds although 
affected landlords will 
be contacted directly by 
the Government. 

Contact Alice Robinson 
for our updated 
flowchart to plan how to 
implement MEES and 
register for exemptions. 

RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 

End to unfair evictions 
from assured shorthold 
tenancies 

(England) 

Find out more 

The Government is consulting on changes to 
assured shorthold tenancies that would end the 
landlord’s ability to serve a notice to end a 
tenancy without a good, specified reason.  There 
would however be two new grounds for 
possession, which are the landlord wanting to sell 
or move into the property themselves.  NB  This is 
an outcome of the consultation on overcoming the 
barriers to longer tenancies. 

Consultation to 
be announced. 

Monitor. 

Contact Jess 
Waddington for further 
details. 

FARMING 

Agricultural tenancy 
consultation 

(England) 

Find out more 

Defra is consulting on reforms of agricultural 
tenancy law in England to remove barriers to 
productivity improvements and to facilitate 
structural change in the tenant farming sector, 
together with changes to mortgage restrictions.  A 
similar consultation is happening in Wales. 

Consultation 
closes 2 July 
2019. 

Monitor. 

Strutt & Parker will be 
submitting a response. 

Contact Alistair 
Cochrane for further 
details. 

RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 

Consultation on short-
term lets in Scotland 

(Scotland) 

Find out more 

Consultation on whether to regulate the 
registration and / or licensing of short-term lets, 
with the possible addition of a market-based 
mechanism to control numbers. 

Consultation 
closes 19 July 
2019. 

Monitor. 

RESIDENTIAL 

Housing Complaints 
Resolution Service for 
the entire housing 
market 

(England) 

The Government has announced that a new 
housing complaints service, for both homeowners 
and tenants, will be introduced.  Developers will 
have to belong to the new body by 2021 if they 
wish to participate in the government’s Help to 
Buy scheme.  Private landlords will be legally 
required to join a housing redress scheme. 

Proposals 
announced 24 
January 2019. 

Monitor. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-employment-status-for-tax
mailto:alex.heffer@struttandparker.com
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2015/9780111128350/contents
mailto:alice.robinson@struttandparker.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-end-to-unfair-evictions
mailto:jessica.waddington@struttandparker.com
mailto:jessica.waddington@struttandparker.com
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/ahdb-sponsorship-and-agricultural-tenancies/agricultural-tenancy-consultation/?utm_campaign=917421_DM%20-%20Rural%20Update%20-%20170419%20-%20OH&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Royal%20Institution%20of%20Chartered%20Surveyors%20%28RICS%29&utm_content=Agricultural%20Tenancies%20-%20Defra%20Consultation&dm_i=4D5G,JNVX,23FS5F,2A7O1,1
mailto:alistair.cochrane@struttandparker.com
mailto:alistair.cochrane@struttandparker.com
https://www.gov.scot/publications/short-term-lets-consultation-regulatory-framework-scotland/
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Find out more 

FARMING 

Agriculture Bill 2017 – 
2019 

(UK) 

Find out more 

This draft legislation provides the Government 
with powers to set agricultural policy, spending 
and related issues once the UK leaves the EU. 

The most significant element is that direct 
payments to farmers will be phased out from 2020 
to 2028. 

Bill published 12 
September 
2018. 

Was expected to 
come into effect 
by 29 March 
2019 but 
postponed and 
no new date 
announced. 

Monitor. 

Farm businesses 
should consider 
applying S&P’s 
principles to get ready 
for the future. 

Use our calculator to 
see how Basic 
Payments will be cut 
from 2020 to 2028. 

Contact George 
Chichester for further 
details. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/james-brokenshire-announces-overhaul-of-broken-housing-complaints-system
https://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/agriculture.html
https://www.struttandparker.com/knowledge-and-research/future-farming-policy-common-agricultural-policy-2021-2027
https://www.struttandparker.com/knowledge-and-research/future-farming-policy-common-agricultural-policy-2021-2027
https://www.struttandparker.com/knowledge-and-research/future-farming-policy-common-agricultural-policy-2021-2027
https://www.struttandparker.com/knowledge-and-research/bps-calculator-to-check-2018-bps-payments
https://www.struttandparker.com/knowledge-and-research/bps-calculator-to-check-2018-bps-payments
https://www.struttandparker.com/knowledge-and-research/bps-calculator-to-check-2018-bps-payments
https://www.struttandparker.com/knowledge-and-research/bps-calculator-to-check-2018-bps-payments
mailto:george.chichester@struttandparker.com
mailto:george.chichester@struttandparker.com
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Contact us 

 

Banchory 
Larry Irwin 
larry.irwin@struttandparker.com | 01330 826828 
St Nicholas House, 68 Station Road, Banchory AB31 5YJ 

Lewes 
Jamie Evans-Freke 
jamie.evans-freke@struttandparker.com | 01273 407019 
201 High Street, Lewes BN7 2NR 

Cambridge  
Lauren Gibson-Green 
lauren.gibson.green@struttandparker.com | 01223 459492 
66-68 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1LA 

Morpeth 
Claire Whitfield 
claire.whitfield@struttandparker.com | 01670 500870 
1-3 Oldgate, Morpeth NE61 1PY 

Canterbury 
Nigel Porter 
nigel.porter@struttandparker.com | 01227 473711 
2 St Margaret's Street, Canterbury CT1 2SL 

Newbury 
George Chichester 
george.chichester@struttandparker.com | 01609 788452 
55 Northbrook Street, Newbury RG14 1AN 

Chelmsford 
Michael Anderson 
michael.anderson@struttandparker.com | 01245 254689 
Coval Hall, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QF 

Northallerton 
Rob Close 
rob.close@struttandparker.com | 01609 788452 
Thornfield Business Park, Northallerton DL6 2XQ 

Chester 
Frank Brereton 
frank.brereton@struttandparker.com | 01244 354886 
Park House, 37 Lower Bridge Street, Chester CH1 1RS 

Norwich 
Russell de Beer 
russell.debeer@struttandparker.com | 01603 883620 
Compass House, 4 Upper King Street, Norwich NR3 1HA 

Cirencester 
Charlotte Kershaw 
charlotte.kershaw@struttandparker.com | 01285 627672 
15 Dyer Street, Cirencester GL7 2PP 

Oxford 
Mark Juniper 
mark.juniper@struttandparker.com | 01865 366701 
269 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 7LL 

Exeter 

Caroline Kissock 
caroline.kissock@struttandparker.com | 01392 229419 
24 Southernhay West, Exeter EX1 1PR 

Perth 

Andrew Aitchison 
andrew.aitchison@struttandparker.com | 01738 783351 
5 St John Street, Perth PH1 5SP 

Guildford 

Andrew Thomas 
andrew.thomas@struttandparker.com | 01483 400770 
Meridian House, 9-11 Chertsey Street, Guildford GU1 4HD 

Salisbury 

David Pardoe 
david.pardoe@struttandparker.com | 01722 344041 
41 Milford Street, Salisbury SP1 2BP 

Harrogate 
Nick Bramley 
nick.bramley@struttandparker.com | 01423 706784 
Princes House, 13 Princes Square, Harrogate HG1 1LW 

Shrewsbury 
Robert Paul 
robert.paul@struttandparker.com | 01743 284205 
14-16 Shoplatch, Shrewsbury SY1 1HR 

Inverness 
Ralph Smith 
ralph.smith@struttandparker.com | 01463 723598 
The Courier Building, 9-11 Bank Lane, Inverness IV1 1WA 

St Albans 
Darren Stanbridge 
darren.stanbridge@struttandparker.com | 01727 790485 
15 London Road, St Albans AL1 1LA 

Ipswich 
Charles Loyd 
charles.loyd@struttandparker.com | 01473 220435 
11 Museum Street, Ipswich IP1 1HH 

Stamford 
Jeremy Dawson 
jeremy.dawson@struttandparker.com | 01780 484044 
5 South View, Tinwell Road, Stamford PE9 2JL 

 

mailto:jamie.evans-freke@struttandparker.com
mailto:lauren.gibson.green@struttandparker.com%20%7C
mailto:claire.whitfield@struttandparker.com
mailto:nigel.porter@struttandparker.com
mailto:george.chichester@struttandparker.com
mailto:michael.anderson@struttandparker.com
mailto:rob.close@struttandparker.com
mailto:frank.brereton@struttandparker.com
mailto:russell.debeer@struttandparker.com
mailto:charlotte.kershaw@struttandparker.com
mailto:mark.juniper@struttandparker.com
mailto:caroline.kissock@struttandparker.com
mailto:andrew.aitchison@struttandparker.com
mailto:andrew.thomas@struttandparker.com
mailto:david.pardoe@struttandparker.com
mailto:nick.bramley@struttandparker.com
mailto:robert.paul@struttandparker.com
mailto:darren.stanbridge@struttandparker.com
mailto:charles.loyd@struttandparker.com
mailto:jeremy.dawson@struttandparker.com

