
Portpatrick, Dumfries & Galloway
Dunskey Castle



The picturesque ruins of Dunskey Castle sit in a dramatic 
position on the beautiful Rhins of Galloway peninsula.  

The property

A scheduled monument (details below), the castle 
dates from the mid-16th century and is thought to 
occupy the site of the earlier Adair Castle, which was 
destroyed around the year 1500 by the McCullochs of 
Myrton and Cardoness. The castle stands within eight 
acres of its own land, reached from the coastal foot 
path that runs behind it. It’s a popular stop for tourists 
walking the path, with access to the ruins across the 
former moat. There is an expanse of grass in front of 
the castle and the cliff edge. On a clear day it’s 
possible to see Northern Ireland, over twenty miles 
away. 

The imposing structure of the castle and its almost 
magical setting have made it the ideal location for 
dramatic scenes in movies, including as a location for 
Kidnapped, the 1951 version based on Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s novel, the 1952 film Hunted, starring Dirk 
Bogarde, and the 1992 thriller Double X: The Name of 
the Game starring Norman Wisdom. 

The castle has been derelict since around 1700 (it was 
described by Symson as ‘wholly ruinous’, in 1684), but 
enough of its magnificent stone structure, with its 5ft 
thick walls, remains standing, to provide a sense of the 
grandeur of the fortifications and original layout. The 
structure includes the massive central tower house, a 

three-storey tower built for the Adairs of Kinhilt - the 
same family that owned the Castle of St John in 
Stranraer. The tower measures 30m by 14m with a 
sheer end wall projecting to the rocky cliff edge. There 
are also the remnants of the vaulted cellar, a watch 
tower and a long wing to the north of the main tower.
Located on the coastal path from Portpatrick to 
Morroch, the castle lies in a secluded position, adding 
to the sense of wonder and mythology surrounding 
this haunting, historic structure.

Details of Scheduled Monument Status  

Reference: SM2017
Site number: NX05SW 3
National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) 
ID: 60632

EIGHT ACRES COASTAL OFFERS OVER 
£100,000

A scheduled monument, Dunskey Castle stands within 8 acres of its own land. 
A magical setting having been used as a film location. A popular stop for tourists 
walking the coastal path, with access to the ruins across the former moat. On a 
clear day it’s possible to see Northern Ireland, over twenty miles away. 





IMPORTANT NOTICE: Strutt & Parker gives notice that: 1. These particulars do not constitute an offer or contract or part thereof. 2. All descriptions, photographs and plans are for guidance only and should not be relied upon as statements or representations 
of fact. All measurements are approximate and not necessarily to scale. Any prospective purchaser must satisfy themselves of the correctness of the information within the particulars by inspection or otherwise. 3. Strutt & Parker does not have any authority 
to give any representations or warranties whatsoever in relation to this property (including but not limited to planning/building regulations), nor can it enter into any contract on behalf of the Vendor. 4. Strutt & Parker does not accept responsibility for any 
expenses incurred by prospective purchasers in inspecting properties which have been sold, let or withdrawn. 5. We are able to refer you to SPF Private Clients Limited (“SPF”) for mortgage broking services, and to Alexander James Interiors (“AJI”), an interior 
design service. Should you decide to use the services of SPF, we will receive a referral fee from them of 25% of the aggregate of the fee paid to them by you for the arrangement of a mortgage and any fee received by them from the product provider. Should 
you decide to use the services of AJI, we will receive a referral fee of 10% of the net income received by AJI for the services they provide to you. 6. If there is anything of particular importance to you, please contact this office and Strutt & Parker will try to have 
the information checked for you. Photographs taken Ju,y 2025. Particulars prepared Ju,y 2025. Strutt & Parker is a trading style of BNP Paribas Real Estate Advisory & Property Management UK Limited

Distances
•	 Portpatrick 1.5 miles
•	 Stranraer 7 miles
•	 Glasgow 95 miles

Nearby Stations
•	 Stranraer 7 miles

Key Locations
•	 Portpatrick Harbour and village
•	 Killantringan Lighthouse 
•	 Southern Upland Way Trailhead
•	 Gardens of Galloway

Directions
Post Code DG9 9AA
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